
Subject: Science  Year group: Year 1 Topic: Materials Initiation & 
activation 
activities: 

Prior knowledge required:  
Early Learning Goal: Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and 
living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary 
from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk 
about changes. • Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

Vocabulary: material, 
metal, plastic, wood, 
paper, glass, clay, 
rock, fabric, sand, 
hard, soft, rough, 
smooth, shiny, dull, 
bendy, waterproof, 
strong, weak, group, 
object, sort, stretchy, 
magnetic, not 
magnetic, lets light 
through, transparent 

Programme of Study Implementation:  Impact –lesson 
sequence 

Evaluations and 
assessments 

Pupils should be taught to: 
• distinguish between an 

object and the material 
from which it is made 

• identify and name a variety 
of everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, 
glass, metal, water, and 
rock 

• describe the simple 
physical properties of a 
variety of everyday 
materials 

• compare and group 
together a variety of 
everyday materials on the 
basis of their simple 
physical properties. 

• Can they distinguish between an object and the material from 
which it is made? 

• Can they describe materials using their senses? 
• Can they describe materials using their senses, using specific 

scientific words? 
• Can they explain what material objects are made from? 
• Can they explain why a material might be useful for a specific job? 
• Can they name some different everyday materials? e.g. wood, 

plastic, metal, water and rock 
• Can they sort materials into groups by a given criteria? 

Can they explain how solid shapes can be changed by squashing, 
bending, twisting and stretching 
GD -  

• Can they describe things that are similar and different between 
materials? 

• Can they explain what happens to certain materials when they are 
heated, e.g. bread, ice, chocolate? 

• Can they explain what happens to certain materials when they are 
cooled, e.g. jelly, heated chocolate? 

 

  

 


